
To participate in the overall ranking, universities must submit data to at 
least 4 SDGs, one of which must be SDG 17 – Partnership for the Goals. 
This means that different universities are scored based on a different set 
of SDGs, depending on their focus. If a university doesn’t meet the 
requirement to be part of the overall ranking, they will still be assessed 
in the SDGs they submit data for. The overall score is scored by the SDG 
17 (with a weight of up to 22% of the total score) and the three highest 
scores from other SDGs they report on (each worth up to 26% of the total 
score
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Calculation

A university’s total score in a given year is calculated by
combining its score in SDG 17 with its top three scores out
of the remaining SDGs. The score for the overall ranking is
an average of the last two year’s total scores.

12.3
Added

guidance

Guidance: Waste recycled
In our context this refers to the university’s implementation 
of waste diversion services to collect and recycle items such as
paper, glass, organics, construction material, appliances and electronics.
This could also include waste that is “recycled” into energy.

12.3
Added

guidance

Guidance: Incineration
Incineration is not counted as recycling and should not be included in 
“waste sent to landfill”
If the waste is incinerated to convert it into energy, you could include 
this in wasted recycled.

17.1.2
Clarification

Partnership for the goals: publications
The number of publications look at the scale of research output from
a university around research relating to SDGs 1 to 16. It is not scaled by
the size of the institution – rather it looks at the overall impact.

Change
Type of
changeprovide a showcase for the work being 

delivered by universities in our
communities, and it is an opportunity to 
shine a light on institutional activities 
and efforts not covered in other
rankings.  It allows THE to demonstrate 
the differences a university is making to 
the world we live in
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