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Jesper Döpping is a lecturer at the Business Administration Division at MUIC. He acquired his 

Ph.D. from University of Copenhagen in 1998. He was employed at Copenhagen Business School 

before he in 2000 pursued a Career in the Pharmaceutical companies Ferring A/S and Lundbeck 

A/S as Director for Human Resources. He has worked in Asia with News Corp. Outdoor South 

East Asia, and the British Club in Bangkok prior to joining MUIC in 2014.  

 

 

Research interests are focused on process theories of cultural entrepreneurship, innovation 

processes, New digital business organizations, and organizational identity/identification. A special 

focus is on the organization of space and time for organizations that are located on the frontier 

between the global business network, and what has been called the “waste land”, fly over land, 

and that or that in between. 
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Project I:  
The Upper Mahakam Region in Central Borneo: Culture, Society and Development in a Frontier 

Region 

 

 

Christian Oesterheld / Bernard Sellato / Jesper Döpping 

 

 

 

 

Being one of the latest regions to obtain the status of ‘regency’ (kabupaten) within Indonesia’s 

decentralization process, the upper Mahakam (Mahakam Ulu) is situated in the north-western 

corner of East Kalimantan province, right at the heart of Borneo – a dynamic frontier space with 

borders to the Malaysian territory of Sarawak and to the provinces of North, Central and West 

Kalimantan. The area was amongst the last to be added to the Dutch colonial possessions in the 

East Indies and had remained terra incognita until the late 19th century, allowing for the 

development of a distinct regional identity in an ethnically diverse setting. 

 

 

This cross-disciplinary research project investigates processes of socio-cultural and socio-

economic change in connection to the “transformation of marginal space into frontier zone” (Cons 

and Eilenberg 2019), focusing on the “assemblage” character of such spatial and temporal zones 

of convergence. As such the project connects historical and contemporary perspectives when 

engaging with the process of the area’s (re)frontierization dynamics. We address the question of 

how frontiers are made at specific moments in history and discuss the lifecycle of such 

frontierization – as well as the frontier’s “afterlife”: the occasional reemergence of a geographic 

area as a frontier. We are also interested in vestiges of “frontier heritage” that emerge when 



frontiers disappear: public memory, social adjustments, economic adaptation or legacies of political 

suzerainty. 

 

 

The project has initiated a loose cooperation with the government of Mahakam Ulu Regency, 

which is currently in the process of formalization. Our international team of researches also 

cooperates with local scholars in East Kalimantan to foster a collaborative network of exchange 

and mutual inspiration. 

 

 

 

 

Recent Project Publications: 

 

 

Christian Oesterheld 

A Past for the Future: Frontier Heritage on the Upper Mahakam (East Kalimantan, Indonesia) 

 

 

This article reviews historical processes of frontier-making (and re-making) in a region of central 

Borneo that was and still is on the margins of state control. Contributing to discussions about the 

‘assemblage’ character of frontiers as zones of the ‘not yet’, this case study demonstrates how 

complex and eclectic historical legacies have gone on to produce a palimpsest of experiences and 

public memories that are currently being reinscribed in the context of ‘frontierisation in the second 

degree’. This ‘afterlife’ of the historical frontier zone is discussed in relation to its significance for 

competing visions of regional identity-building and claims of political suzerainty. 
  



Project II:  
 

Frontier Communities: The Kuomintang Villages in Northern Thailand 

  

Hardina Ohlendorf/Barbara Ekamp  

 

 

 

 

This project seeks to examine the so-called Kuomintang (KMT) villages in Northern Thailand 

through the theoretical lens of ‘frontier community’. Frontier in this case is understood in several 

dimensions: 1. As a political frontier, where different claims of statehood and national belonging 

intersect and overlap, namely those of Thailand, the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of 

China, and Taiwan.  2. As a socio-economic frontier where expanding forces of crop cultivation, 

forest preservation and global tourism interact. 3. As a spatial frontier, where investment, 

infrastructures and personal networks from China and Taiwan intersperse and occasionally 

fragment Thai national territory. 4. As a cultural frontier, where contesting memories, diverse 

languages and religious faiths meet. Employing Appadurai’s (2001) concept of process geography, 

this project conceives of the KMT villages not as areas with well-defined limits and lines, but rather 

as places with a social life, as localities that are constantly produced and re-configured through the 

flows of people, goods and ideas. Relying on semiotics, interviews and archival research, this 

project seeks to shed light on identity constructions of the KMT villages in the current period by 

examining perceptions of the Chinese, Taiwanese, and the Thai state by KMT villagers, 

generational dynamics in self-identification and senses of belonging, the impact of tourism on 

identity constructions in KMT villages as well as discourses on the KMT villagers in contemporary 

China and Taiwan. This project aims to advance our understanding of overseas Chinese networks 

in Southeast Asia, and, in a wider sense, seeks to contribute to discussions of the role of ‘place’ 

for identity formations in frontier zones and spaces. The research is expected to shed some light 



on how not just issues of “national belonging”, but also intercultural and interethnic interactions 

shape cultural identities and senses of citizenship. It thus aims at contributing to a better 

understanding of processes of migration and integration in the contemporary period. 
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Project III:  

  

Organizing Cultural Entrepreneurship on Frontiers and in Pockets of No Man’s Land in the Global 

Business World 

  

Jesper Döpping,  

 

 

This project seeks to develop process theories and models for the creation of innovative 

entrepreneurial assemblages and possibilities in the interstices between existing fields of evolving 

practices. Schumpeter (1942) pointed out that entrepreneurship primarily is based on imagined 

futures and the creation of  new frontiers and opportunities in trade and business. The majority of 

research has focused on finding and exploiting arbitrage opportunities through exploitation and 

production at frontiers rather than creating new assemblages for value creation. The cultural 

entrepreneurship approach inside business studies focuses on the organizing of innovative 

entrepreneurial processes and the possible creation of opportunities in an uncertain future and 

novel space. Lounsbury & Glynn (2019) argue that innovative cultural entrepreneuring is a specific 

focus point: 

 

 

“Possibilities for entrepreneurial action exist at the interstices of distinct identity positions in around 

institutional fields where novel entrepreneurial identities and practices may be constructed”  

 

 

The project in particular seeks to conceptualize how the cultural innovative entrepreneuring create 

frontiers from the periphery of the global centers. In this project ‘frontiers’ are conceptualized as 

“edge[s] of space and time: a zone of not yet – not yet mapped, not yet regulated. It is a zone of 

unmapping: even in its planning, a frontier is imagined as unplanned.... Their wildness is made of 



visions and vines and violence: it is both material and imaginative” (Tsing 2003: 5100). The 

empirical data will be focused on a comparative study of an AI/drone company in Bangkok, the 

production of high end bird nests and avocados in the periphery, and the re-creation business that 

are focused on new lifestyles.  
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